















































































































































gullies, often the only possible route for foot
patrols.

““They have a lot of experience with us,”’
smiles Col. Quilo. ‘“They know how we
move, our tactics.”’

In 1989, according to Quilo, ORPA has
two main fronts: Frente Javier Tambriz in
the mountains of the Central Highlands, and
Frente Luis Izmata in San Marcos Depart-
ment, on the Pacific Coast. Two comman-
ders, Pablo and Hernan, apparently lead the
central highlands group.

‘‘Pablo gives the orders and controls the
camp,’’ explains Nicomedes. ‘‘Captain
Hernan, he’s the military leader. When
there’s a military operation, he gives the
orders and then rehearses them.”’
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Pablo is a tall ladino, about 40 with glas-
ses and a moustache, according to Maria
(not her real name), a 19-year-old-woman
who claims she was abducted from a bus
stop and taken to the guerrilla camp for three
months.

‘‘He’s serious,’’ she recalls. ‘‘He likes to
read books.”’

According to Guatemalan army officials,
the guerrillas maintain close contact with
Cuba, from which they learn some of their
terrorist methodology. ‘‘They are trained in
basic and advanced courses of terrorist tech-
niques,”’ notes Col. Quilo.

Nicomedes outlines how his group was
taught to provide antiaircraft support. ‘“We
took a 7.62 FAL — M16s and Galils are no

good — or a Browning .30, MAG, or M60
machine gun, and lined up on a hill,”” he
explains. ‘“We aimed all of the bullets at the
front of the chopper, shooting all at once.”’

To ward off attacks, Cabrican makes use
of tried-and-true methods of defense: pits,
sharpened stakes around the perimeter,
claymores, concertina wire, a maze of tren-
ches and foxholes, and machine-gun nests.
The camp sustained a direct attack the
month before we arrived.

‘“‘When they come to us, it’s a piece of
cake,’’ smiled Lt. Pena. ‘“When they are
attacking, all that is in our minds is ‘kill
the bastards.’ It is when we look for them
in the mountains that we are at the dis-
advantage.’’
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which had fallen under insurgent sway.

Security must predicate the political ac-
tion which will address structural griev-
ances. Initially, until it developed as a mili-
tary force, the army was incapable of pro-
viding this security. Once it had expanded
and regrouped, so to speak, it proved itself
more than a match for the guerrillas, who, it
should be added, were well-armed and
highly motivated.

Virtually all officers agree that the turn-
ing point, at least militarily, came with the
‘‘Liberation I'’ offensive launched in May
1987. Using a two-brigade operation (each
brigade with two battalions), the forces suc-
ceeded in seizing half of the only remaining
guerrilla stronghold, the Jaffna Peninsula.
Fighting was intense, but the units func-
tioned well.

It was at this point that the Indians inter-
vened. Initially, Sri Lanka acquiesced to
their presence under the provisions of a
peace accord whereby India was to disarm
the guerrillas. As New Delhi failed to live
up to its end of the deal, however, attempt-
ing to set up a state tied to New Delhi and
largely independent of Colombo, Sri Lan-
kan sentiment turned against it. Indian tardi-
ness in leaving continues to poison relations
between the two neighbors.

A War of Tactics

Regardless, these problems have re-
mained on the plane of foreign policy, for
the Sri Lankan forces are completely com-
mitted in the Sinhalese south. There, they
have demonstrated a knowledge of counter-
insurgency techniques and theory surpri-
singly advanced for so young a force.

Paramount is the recognition that there
must be a political strategy for dealing with
the issues which are allowing the insurgents
to gain strength. Ominously, in my most
recent two weeks in the field, I could find no
officer, from the lowest lieutenant to the
highest general, who believed that the na-
tion’s leadership had an understanding of
what the war was all about.

‘‘These politicians are always making
things a shambles,’” a second lieutenant told
me from the base where he commanded a
two-platoon force. ‘“They go for short term
popularity. In a few years, they can leave
office. But the army and the police don’t get
to leave. We have to deal with the problems
they have left behind. What we need is
honesty and a plan.”’

Indeed, it is these two issues — corrup-
tion and the lack of a plan — which crop up
over and over again.

““It is the children of our battered peasan-
try who are joining the JVP,’’ analyzes a
government agent as his coordinating offic-
er partner nods agreement. ‘‘The root cause
of these troubles is landlessness.’’

‘“We are in a race for the minds of our
children,’’ adds the coordinating officer. ‘I
don’t believe in body count, but the politi-
cians do. How are we going to resolve this
problem? We have been at this for 18-19
years. These people aren’t thinking. We
need a solution!”’

Opines a brigade commander in another
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area, ‘‘The army can only do so much. It
can restore the situation to a point. But if
there is no effort to address the socio-
economic causes, all this will come back.
We have to have some sort of plan to guide
us. ButIdoubt if we’ll getit. The politicians
have made a real mess of things. We can’t
expect people who are a part of the problem
to recognize it.”’

One of his battalion commanders noted,
*‘Our corrupt powerholders are the major
reason we have this situation. If you take the
sympathizers, they’re not really JVP.
They’re just anti-government.’’

A company commander of the battalion
observed, ‘‘The mechanisms for hearing
people are not very effective. There are real
reasons why people are on the road. But
there are are no solutions being offered.’’

As on a ship at sea without a compass,
each ‘‘captain’’ has made do as best he can.
Unlike in Colombo, the situation in the rural
areas, though very unsettled, seems under
control. This is so only because the coordi-
nating officers and tactical commanders,
older and wiser after their experiences in the
Tamil areas, are more than capable of plan-
ning their own mini-campaigns.

The Achilles heel of their efforts, of
course, is that in the absence of coordination
and guidance, each commander must con-
stantly re-invent the wheel and deal with
problems beyond his control. He can only
ameliorate their local impact.

‘‘Look at this map,”’ says a coordinating
officer, pointing to the wall. The green
areas are small river valleys where the peo-
ple are clustered. They were driven from
their land when the British took it over for
the estates [tea and rubber in this particular
area]. Now, with population growth, there
are too many people for the land. And where
can the people go? See these villages here?
They can’t even be reached by road. It takes
five hours to get to the nearest school. So the
children grow up without an education and
no hope for meaningful employment. So
they’re stuck in their poverty. But all around
they see what was once their land, and they
see the people living on it getting rich. And
those people are Indians [most laborers on
the tea estates are Indian Tamils brought
over by the British when the Sinhalese
peasantry proved to be a less-than-docile
work force]. Now the Indian laborers are
followed by Indian troops. Then along
comes someone who tells them he’ll set all
this right, that he’ll get rid of the govern-
ment that sold out the country and made
everyone poor. Is it any wonder people join
the JVP? I do what I can, but...”’

So daily the commanders send their
troops out on operations, primarily cordon
and searches, as well as night ambushes,
generated by intelligence leads. Units
appear to have little trouble getting informa-
tion once they establish their presence in an
area. One commander with whom I stayed
was deluged by a hundred letters a day,
80-90 percent of which he estimated con-
tained accurate information.

Why such a response? Paradoxically, the

army’s presence eliminates the worst abuses
of the system. It does this by enforcing a
standard of conduct the system itself is un-
willing to provide.

Explains a brigade commander: ‘“When I
come to an area, I immediately explain to
them that I have come to serve the people.
But, I add, we in a democratic society have
one way of doing things — that is to elect
representatives who pass laws. Anyone who
violates the law in my area will be punished,
regardless of position or political affiliation.
As soon as the people see that I mean what I
say, things improve.’’

As if to validate his judgement, a local
civilian told me, ‘‘In this area democracy is
here. The security forces help us.”’

Most people, it is clear, do not want to
become insurgents. Rather, when the im-
mediate abuses of the system are halted,
they are only too willing to go back to the
business of figuring out how they are going
to put bread on the table. And, because they
retain faith that ultimately the democratic
system will respond to them, they are only
too willing to inform on the JVP once they
see that there is a viable hope for function-
ing democracy.

There are dangers inherent to such a pos-
ture, of course. Most fundamentally, it can-
not go on forever.

‘“The situation requires a political solu-
tion,”” observes a coordinating officer.
*‘The security forces are only suppressing
what the problems throw up. My troops are
tired. We have been at this for six straight
years, first in the north, now here. The boys
cannot go home on leave [due to the JVP
terror campaign]; their families are not safe.
We are still holding up, but everyone has his
breaking point.’’

Similarly, the constant strain of opera-
tions can lead to abuses. Though I witnessed
no such indiscipline, the daily papers carry
claims of innocent civilians killed in the
course of stability operations. Undoubted-
ly, at least some are accurate.

On operations I accompanied, though,
troop behavior was consistently good. This
is remarkable given the human engineering
involved in an average cordon and search,
Sri Lankan style.

An area is surrounded; then every young
male is taken to a collection point. Subse-
quently, at a central processing facility,
each individual has his identity card
checked and his presence matched against
village registers. Any stranger who cannot
explain his presence in the area is detained,
as are those identified by JVP defectors,
‘‘magic eyes’’ who view the lineup from
concealed positions just as in any detective
movie. As quickly as the individuals are
checked out OK, they are sent out the front
door to the arms of waiting, often wailing,
relatives.

The average ‘‘take’’ seems to be low.
Typically, in one operation I accompanied,
a single youth, of hundreds processed, was
found in possession of JVP literature and

Continued on page 101
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SOF SPECIAL FEATURE

TIMBER-

SHEPHERD

THE

LRRP DOG

South Carolina Firm
Trains Dogs For Defense

ERMAN Shepherds, Dobermans, Rott-

weilers, Mastiffs and Great Danes: until
recently, I thought I knew them all. But now
there’s a new breed out there known as the
Timbershepherd® — and it’s the Mercedes-
Benz of executive protection dogs. The de-
velopment of this premium new breed was a
long term, expensive project.

The Timbershepherd® required more
than 10 calendar years and five full genera-
tions of selective breeding to develop, a
painstaking process which was completed
under the most rigid of scientifically con-
trolled conditions. The Timbershepherd®
should not be confused in any way with
generic wolf-dog crosses presently on the
market, whose reputation for unreliable be-
havior makes them useless in the profes-
sional working-dog/protection-dog field.
To the best of my knowledge, the
Timbershepherd® is the only protection/
working dog that has a lifetime guarantee
covering physical and temperament dis-
orders resulting from genetic defects. It’s
that superior!

The Timbershepherd® is an animal unique
from a number of important standpoints.
While in appearance they look like large Ger-
man Shepherds, the ‘‘command presence’’ of
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by Tony Herbert

these majestic, confident animals is awesome.
The males range in size from 100 to 125
pounds and females from 90 to 100 pounds.
Males stand from 26 to 31 inches at the shoul-
der and females from 24 to 28 inches. Their
medium outer coats are smooth, with an

' K-9 CADRE

_ Tony Herbert, one of America’s most
" decorated and controversial soldiers and
author of the book Soldier, is already
well-known to SOF readers. His long
service in'the Army included combat in
"Korea, Vietnam and the Dominican Re-
public. In rising through the ranks from
private to lieutenant colonel, Herbert
‘was awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross, the Turkish Osminieh (equivalent
to our Medal of Honor), in addition to
,numerous ‘Bronze and Sllver ‘Stars, pur-
ple hearts and the Soldier’s Medal. In
Vietnam, Herbert served as IG and later
as battalion commander in.the 173rd
" Airborne: Brigade. There are probably
few men as qualified as Herbert to evalu-
ate a soldier, whether he wear caxmmes
‘or fur. '

underlying inner coat which is readily shed-
able to permit adaptation to virtually all cli-
mates and seasons. Their senses are more
acute than those found in domestic breeds,
which makes them more aware of their sur-
roundings and more sensitive to their master’s
needs than conventional dogs. Their tempera-
ments are even and controlled, and when
properly socialized, these animals are both
gentle and protective of their master as well as .
their family, including the very youngest of
children.

An obvious question is, ‘“Why would
anyone want to breed a dog to a wolf?”’
Also, why the North American Gray Tim-
berwolf instead of another breed such as the
Red Wolf, Arctic Wolf or possibly the
Maned Wolf? The answer is, in short, be-
cause of the size, stamina and intelligence
of the North American Gray Timberwolf.

The next question is, ‘“Why the German-
import shepherd instead of one of our own
more prevalent domestically bred German
Shepherds?’’ The answer is just as simple.
The German-import shepherd is an animal
just as special among shepherds as the North
American Gray Timberwolf is among
wolves. In Germany, all breeding of shep-
herds is done under the very strict and rigid
supervision of ‘‘Federal Breeding War-
dens.’’ Inbreeding remains virtually im-
possible, and weaker breedings are pre-
cluded. Registrations are meticiilously ex-
act, bloodlines are consistent, and all ani-
mals are certified free of hip dysplacia.

Yet, even considering the pluses of both
the North American Gray Timberwolf and
the German-import shepherd lineage, what
ultimately makes the Timbershepherd® the
premium K-9 is the stringent, scientifically
controlled methods used by a very compe-
tent and honorable animal lover who is
totally dedicated to producing optimum
working/protection dogs.

Known simply as ‘‘Harrison,”’ this
breeder/trainer created the Timbershep-
herd® only after a decade of scientific ex-
perimentation. His trial and error methodol-
ogy reminds one of young Tom Edison’s
efforts to create the incandescent light bulb.
Both worked long and hard, encountering
numerous setbacks and frustrations, until
each knew more about what would not work
than anyone else in their fields. Like Edi-
son, Harrison eventually discovered the
precise combination which produced the
optimum. Unlike other wolf/dog breeders,
Harrison didn’t just cross a dog with a wolf
and sell the offspring — he experimented
with 16 different types of wolf bloodlines
unrelated to each other, with each bloodline
ideally suited for different tasks.

Harrison began selling his Timbershep-
herd® in 1975. The feedback from owners

Harrison, president of LRRP and developer
of the Timbershepherd®, with ‘““Honcho,”
friend and demonstration dog for many
years. Photo: Tony Herbert
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come willingly. In a country with no refri-
geration, little storage, and no outlets in
which to sell, their surplus is just that —
extra — and they might as well donate it. In
addition, as we walked through cultivated
areas, the soldiers never took food from the
fields. If we wanted comn or fruit, they al-
ways asked the owner of the fields for per-
mission. Renamo soldiers are severely
punished for stealing even an ear of com.
One day we walked 12 hours with no food
— no breakfast, no lunch, no snack, no
nothing. [ was casting covetous glances at
every passing papaya. We took nothing.

Renamo does, as Gersony reports, use
civilian porters. The only way to transport
anything is to carry it, usually on your head.
There are very few paths wide enough to
allow a Land-Rover; besides, I didn’t see
any Land-Rovers. Renamo supposedly has
some functional motorcycles, but I never
saw those either. Almost everything is
transported by foot. All of the soldiers carry
things, and I can easily believe that they get
civilians to carry things as well. However,
there was no indication that they starved or
beat their porters to death, as Gersony
alleges. On three occasions our party took a
civilian along, twice to show the way, and
once to carry a pack. These civilians,
however, only stayed with us a for a few
miles, and then went back.

Finally, Gersony’s report on the treat-
ment of women is questionable. He says,
“*Another function of the young girls and
adult women is to provide sex to the com-

batants. From refugee reports it appears that
these women are required to submit to sex-
ual demands, in effect to be raped, on a
frequent and sustained basis.’’ This implies
that Renamo sanctions and institutionalizes
rape, which given their dependence on the
support of the population, and the good
relations I observed between civilians and
the soldiers, is improbable.

In 1986 SOF Contributing Editor Robert
MacKenzie was in Zambezia Province,
escorting some missionaries out of Mozam-
bique, and he witnessed Renamo prosecu-
tion of a rape case. A senior military com-
mander had raped a girl, and her parents had
complained to Renamo. The commander
was dragged before the troops, demoted,
and beaten. Then he was sent to the girl’s
village where he was also beaten. He re-
entered Renamo stripped of all rank. If Re-
namo sanctioned rape, the aggrieved par-
ents would hardly have gone to them to
administer justice for the crime.

Gersony’s report is an official document,
and has been widely quoted. It has effec-
tively prohibited an even-handed political
contact with Renamo. What statesman
would wish to deal with the modern equiva-
lent of Attilla the Hun? The Gersony report
has closed a lot of doors, and closed a lot of
minds. In addition, the Gersony report
stands alone and conquers public opinion by
default. Renamo is its own worst enemy in
the area of public relations. They remain
isolated in the bush, and produce no author-
itative external newsletter. Their foreign

representatives are remote, scattered and in
disarray. Renamo also seems to attract a
lunatic fringe of “‘guerrilla war groupies’’
who volunteer to espouse their cause, to the
infinite detriment of Renamo’s credibility.

I asked President Dhlakama about the
inadequacies in his foreign representation
and he acknowledged a serious problem. He
said that ‘‘the external representation is
weak. They have communication problems
among themselves and there is weak com-
munication between Renamo and them.
Several have been more interested in their
own personal intrigues than in Renamo.’’
He agreed that Renamo must address this
problem.

In terms of relations with the United
States government, things may be improv-
ing albeit subtly. Chester Crocker is no lon-
ger Assistant Secretary of State for African
Affairs. His replacement, Herman Cohen,
is a career diplomat with extensive African
experience. I interviewed him on 7 June
1989 and asked whether State Department
policy with regard to Renamo had changed.
He answered that it had not. He said that the
United States has a normal relationship with
Chissano’s government and doesn’t want to
have a relationship with Renamo. He said
that the Mozambican government had been
very helpful to the United States in a region-
al context, specifically in preventing cross-
border violence with South Africa, in assist-
ing the United States in dealing with the
Angolan government, and in helping to ease
tensions between South Africa and the rest
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to take a seat not far from us. Again, no
success. By now, even Col. Nantawan was
smiling and the chase had shed all attempts
at military discipline and had turned into a
foot race that ended when the handler
caught the pistol-packer next to a jeep and
wrestled away the prize.

An intermission show featuring all breeds
included such feats as jumping through
flaming hoops, dancing on hind legs, roll-
ing over, turning flips and demonstrating
how high each candidate could leap. An
instructor took pains to tell us that this phase
of the demonstration wasn’t a part of the
regular program of instruction.

Bob Brown was intent on getting a cover
shot for SOF, and asked one of the handlers
to bring over an attack shepherd. Brown lay
down on the ground and focused on the dog
while an assistant instructor with a padded
arm stood behind RKB and taunted the
lunging beast. I personally felt that Brown
should have, in getting the best photo possi-
ble, allowed the handler to release the dog
and let him attack, thereby getting an un-
forgettable cover shot. Unfortunately, RKB
didn’t agree, and we were forced to settle
for white teeth and snarling lips.

Following the intermission show, dem-
onstrations involving mine-detecting Lab-
rador Retrievers and narcotics-sniffing
shepherds were held. The extremely high
level of competence shown by these animals
left no doubt as to the excellence of their
training.

Patrol formations were next, and a com-
bat-equipped squad of Thai soldiers moved
across the field with shepherds. Standard
combat patrol formation in a Thai army unit
including dogs consists of 12 men and two
dogs. According to a senior instructor, the
squad leader can expect his dog to alert from
100 to 150 meters away if there is an enemy
presence in their area. Having two dogs
affords the patrol leader the option of alter-
nating the animals on the point. The length
of time a dog is allowed to remain on point is
a matter of personal discretion on the part of
the patrol leader, as no two dogs possess the
same level of alertness under periods of high
stress, and high stress is an integral part of
combat patrolling in any AO.

After the demonstrations had finished we
were shown the breeding areas and puppy
compounds. One experimental breeding
effort had produced a Doberman-Rottweiler
hybrid puppy that was markedly larger than
members of his peer group. Looking at the
size of the head and paws, I had a vision of
him full-grown and attacking some hapless
troop attempting to infiltrate the wire. It
wasn'’t a pretty sight.

One thing that impressed me above all at the
center was the enthusiasm and morale of the
cadre and troops. There is no way to fake
morale, and it is a sign of excellent command
techniques when personnel demonstrate their
enjoyment in what they’re doing. The troops
and dogs at Pak Chong truly appreciate one
another. And the CO, deputy CO, staff and
cadre have plenty to be proud of.

Our sincere thanks and deep respect go
out to those who made our visit to the mili-
tary dog training center possible.
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While the Peshawar-based mujahideen
leadership continues to predict an imminent
collapse of the Najib regime, recent action
around Jalalabad and Kandahar suggests
not, and if the current pressure on muj field
commanders to negotiate a peaceful settle-
ment for coexistence with Kabul gains
momentum, then serious collectors who
wish to have a military memento of Ivan’s
invasion of Afghanistan should be in Pesha-
war now. ®

SRI LANKA

Continued from page 59

detained. But it is such finds which lead to
others. For instance, acting on information
developed through leads, a major operation
I went on missed its primary target, a key
JVP figure, but did catch its secondary
target, four cadre. Thus are inroads made in
wrapping up the insurgent infrastructure.

And so it goes, day after wearing day.
That the troops have held up so well to date
is due to their tremendous esprit built up
from years of combat, capped by the suc-
cessful “‘Liberation I’ operation; by a
strong sense of nationalism; and by the com-
petent leadership provided by the officer
corps.

Indeed, not only have the officers shared
the hardships of the past years with their

MC/Visa
Call 24 hours!

men, virtually all of those with whom I was
associated — such as the officer leading my
escort as we paused at the beginning of this
article — had been wounded at least once.
Thus there is little gap between leaders and
those led. Instead, there seems a deep sense
of shared status as guardians of a troubled
but proud nation.

True, I heard nothing save disdain for the
corrupt politicians who have led this para-
dise into disaster. Yet the bonds which bind
the army together are not in the main those
of opposition: they are the shared sinews of
regimental esprit.

These were clearly visible as I stood with
the officers of the Gajaba Regiment on a boil-
ing afternoon — an afternoon which followed
an early momning cordon and search. There, at
a village in the heart of Anuradhapura (Sti
Lanka’s capital a thousand years ago when the
island was a mighty empire that extended its
sway as far as southern India and Southeast
Asia), we had come to bury one of the regi-
ment’s own.

The corporal had come home on leave
from an operational area, only to be assas-
sinated by a JVP hit squad. No one in the
village had been willing to guide them, so
they had blundered their way to his house,
led him away, then gunned him down.
Now, as the entire force in training at the
regimental center stood at attention and two
lonely bugles played taps, hundreds of villa-
gers crowded around the coffin to pay their
respects.

The mother tried to throw herself into the
grave of her only son but was restrained.
Already her husband was dead, she wailed,
now they had taken her boy.

In was that same magic hour. No magic
this time, you would think. But there was
something.

Three quick rifle salutes. The lead bearer
took from the coffin the lion-emblazoned
flag and the soldier’s beret, its regimental
plume glowing bright in the light which
filtered through the trees. He turned. The
regimental officers held their stiff salute,
and the assembled regiment did likewise.
He handed the plumed bundle to the small
woman.

Even the tumult of the mourning throng
stopped for that instant. In the background
towered the ruined stupas of Anuradhapura.
And between the notes of the bugle call,
whispered the wind, ‘‘Lanka, you shall not
fall again. We are here.”” ®

IN REVIEW

Continued from page 14

settle in with this memory of good men
not forgotten.

On the subject of ghosts of Christ-
mas past, 1989 marked the 50th
anniversary of the beginning of World
War Il (accepting 1 September ’39,
Hitler’s invasion of Poland. as a start-
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invasion, would have bled the Japanese in-
vader to death. The terrain and vegetation
on the Oregon Coast is just about perfectly
suited for defense.

The treacherous tides, currents and rocky
terrain of the Tillamook coast — an in-
famous graveyard of ships for two centuries
— would have made the landing itself an act
of attrition. But to assault into the Coast
Range probably would have been costly fol-
ly. The passes were few and easily blocked,
precluding the use of motorized — or even
motor-drawn — weapons. It would have
been men with small arms against men with
small arms, and the defenders would have
had not only every advantage of motive, but
of terrain, cover and concealment as well. It
is difficult to envision how thick the vine
maple, blackberries, devil’s club and salaal
grow beneath the towering hemlock and fir
of the Coast Range, but it is not terrain
where you walk; one must fight every step
of the way to get through the undergrowth,
and you can forget using a machete. Be-
cause of the thick, briarous undergrowth
and continual wet, loggers traditionally
wear ‘‘tin’’ pants made of heavy, waxed
canvas. Although the mountains are small
in comparison to major ranges such as the
Rockies, they are very steep. We have been
bear hunting in these woods where the
growth was so dense an angry old sow let us
get to within a few feet of her before she
charged, and we had no idea she was there.

Although a Japanese invader would have
found the Oregon coast to be Indian Country
from terrain consideration alone, the pivotal
factor would have been that these guerrillas
were willing — predisposed might be a bet-
ter word — to fight for their farmstead, their
strip of beach or their timberland. . .and
their country. And the Japs knew it. The
Tillamook and Lincoln County Guerrillas,
indeed the general populace of the coastal
mountains, did not intend to be a *‘resis-
tance’’ group. They intended to meet the
invaders first at the beach and kick their
butts into the ocean. And if that didn’t work
then they’d fight them with the rage of a
gut-shot bear from behind every stump and
rock in the mountains. To the last man. So
help them God!

Could their predisposition to fight, or the
(to some) ridiculous proposition of an un-
official deer-rifle and manure-fork popular
militia have any real effect on a foreign
military invader? Even as a deterrent? To
best judge that, let us weigh these consid-
erations on the enemy’s scale. A Japanese
intelligence study prepared in the summer
of 1941 considered a number of factors in
evaluating the viability of an all-out attack
on the West Coast. Tokyo wanted to know if
they could pull it off; and if they could pull it
off, could they keep what they’d won? This
intelligence study recommended against
attempting an invasion for several specific
reasons, to wit: although U.S. military
forces were known to be weak and spread
very thin, invading forces would be at the

Continued on page 107
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